
 
 

 

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) Assistant 
 
The NAGPRA Assistant will work with the Director of Collections and Research and the Wabanaki 
Repatriation Committee to develop a detailed catalog of potential unassociated funerary objects, 
objects of cultural patrimony, or sacred objects in the collections of the Abbe Museum. 
Additionally, the NAGPRA Assistant will: 

 Work with the Museum’s existing catalog records and other collections documentation, 
existing scholarship in the field, and input from the Committee to make preliminary 
determinations prior to the on-site consultation with Committee members.  

 Use Mukurtu, a secure online database, to manage this information and apply appropriate 
cultural protocols and access controls to ensure that sensitive information is protected.  

 Provide technical and logistical support during the on-site consultation visits. 
 
This is a part-time, contract position reporting to the Director of Collections and Research. Work 
will begin in the fall/winter of 2017, with the majority of the work being completed before the 
summer of 2018. Support for on-site consultation visits will take place in the summer and fall of 
2018. The position will be compensated at a rate of $15.00 per hour, with the expectation of 280 
hours to complete the project.  
 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities 
Requirements: 

 Knowledge of NAGPRA, its history, process, and procedures 
 Knowledge of Maine Native American history, culture, and archaeology 
 Ability to work with Native elders and other Native stakeholders in a sensitive, responsive, 

and respectful manner 
 Ability to conduct basic archival and documentary research on museum collections 
 Ability to work with database programs 
 Attention to detail 
 Commitment to handling and maintaining sensitive, confidential information in an 

appropriate manner 
 Ability to work with and meet deadlines. 

 
The following are desired by not required: 

 Experience documenting, cataloging, and analyzing Native American archaeological 
material from Maine and/or the surrounding region 

 Demonstrated history of working effectively with Native stakeholders 
 BA in anthropology, Native American studies, or related field, or substantial course work in 

these fields. 
 
This position will be posted on the Abbe Museum’s website and social media platforms, and 
distributed to the Wabanaki tribes and regional colleges and universities. In additional, Wabanaki 
Repatriation Committee members will be consulted on the candidate(s) before a final hiring 
decision is made. 


